1* 


Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


I 


i 


I 


■^C/T^^TED^STATE  S 
DEPARTM.ENT' 
OF  AGRICULTURE' 


oFj=iieE 

I N  FORM  AT  lO 


■  ^  ( 

...-:4/—  RELEASE..  ,^  J.......3C,. 


ROGRAM  .IQirj_G..  JOLaS  V  irR.J':-RAM  

(NOT  I  CP.  rU5LICA>^IT; 
^SUBJLC?;     The  Thar/.csigivin^  Turkey. 

.^JTI^jQlBICEMEIJT:    Uncle  Abe  of  the  Department  of  .^r i culture H^olyThanks- 
giving,  dinner  v;ith  his.  little  nephew,  Ji.n.    Ko-.y  they  are  havi/g  another 
:neal  on  what  is  left  of  that  Thanksgiv in^?  t-jrkey.    Jim  has  started  asking 
questions  again,  too.     Let's  sit  do\7n  with  them  and  h^ar  what  they  are 
saying   

JI_^    Jnclc  .Joe,  you  say  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  had  turkey  at  that  first 
Thanksgiving  dinner? 

IIMCL£  -vdZ:  As  sure  as  shooting,  Jim.  The  ^70ods  were  full  of  turkeys  in 
thocc  days. 

Jl-vi:    But  those  v/cre  wild  turkeys,  weren't  they? 

imCLS  ABE;  Yes.  They  vrerc  wild  turkeys;  big.  bronze  fellows  with  brown 
tails.     They  didn't  have  the  white  tips  to  their  feathers  you  see  on  our 

tvrk'^vr  noTT'd "^v" , 

..t,ii,  wi.uru  aid  our  tvu'kcys  come  from?    THierc  did  they  get  those 
-hi^-.i-  f.  -'t'-rrs? 

----  -nac'e  quite  a  story,  Ji.m.     In  the  early  pioneer  days,  wild 

turiccys  ranged  over  most  of  what  is  now  the  eastern  United  States.    At  some 
seasons  of  the  year,  they  wovJLd  gather  together  in  groat  flocks  and  move 
in  search  of  food.    Then  when  they  struck  a  good  feeding  ground,  the  big 
flocks  would  break  up  into  small  b-.mches  and  they  would  spread  out  and 
commence  feeding.     Later,  the  turkey  hen  would  hide  away  and  lay  her  eggs. 
But  she  would  keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  hav.ks  and  hunters.     In  going  to  and 
from  her  nest,  she  seldom  took  the  sane  path.     She  was  verv  isareful  to 
prevent  anyone  finding  her  hidden  nest.    Your  grand-daddy  used  to  hunt 
turkeys  often.    Benjamin  Tranklin,  you  remei.iber,  wanted  to  make  the  turkey 
our  nation-1  bird  iiistcad  of  tho  e^iglo. 


e,  you're 


not 


-liing  mo  where  o^or  tame  turkeys  came  from. 


UITCLE  ABE;    Well,  down  in  Mexico  and  the  southern  part  of  the  United 
States,  there  was  another  kind  of  tur.iey.     It  was  blacker  than  our  eastern 
wild  turkey.     It  had  white  feather  tips.    F.arther  to  the  South,  in  Central 
America,  there  was  still  another  kind  of  turkey,  with  bright  colored 
feathers  and  eye-spots  something  like  a  peacock.    But  that  third  kind  of 


tiir':._y       ;..;'  v  :  j.r.  oxxr  stjry.     It  v/as  the  Mexican  tur.'rey  that  v;as 

firr.t  tair.oa.    E:ixore  '-vhitv,  mer  reached  Ancrica,  tnc  Irdians  in  ivler.ico 
had  do.nesticated  turkeys,     alien  the  Sp&nicrds  first  reached  Me::ico,  they 
found  ihab  turkjy  meat  v;ac  the  cheapest  ricat  in  the  markets,  turkeys 
were  even  fed  to  the  animals  in  the  Mexican  o.nperor ' s  zoo.    The  Spaniards 
took  tm-keys  to  Europe , 

Jli'.:;     Didn't  they  havo  any  turkej-s  in  Zurope  at  that  time? 

vT^CL?  ^'Jo.  Turkeys  were  resolutely  ui.knuwn  in  the  Oxd  V.or.d  up 

tc  that  tine.    The  turkey  is  an  all-A.-neric£n  bird.    It  vas  first  do.Tiesti- 
cated  "by  America::  Indians  and  is  Aincrica's  erief  contrio-.tion  to  the 
'Torld's  list  of  doT\csticated  aninals. 

J II..":     Hov,-  did  it  i^et  the  name  of  turkey  then? 

LTCLE  ATE;     ■.Veil,  Jim,  that  is  rather  puzzling.     There  have  "been  a  nun.bcr 
of  explanations  for  th-it.     r'jirkjys  were  brought  to  Europe  and  spread  fast. 
Most  people  didn't  ktov  Tiuch  reorraphy  in  those  days.     They  often  nii::ed  up 
the  '.Test  Indi^^s  and  East  Indico  in  their  -"tinds-    Ajid  they  often  mixed  up 
the  land  of  the  Turks  with  the  .-'ast  Indies.     So  much  so,  that  merchants 
trading  abroad  rerc  often  referr^^d  to  as  turkey  merchants.  'Turkeys 
may  have  been  given  that  name  because  the  "turkey"  merchants  brought  them 
to  England.    Any^v-ay,  v/e  '.ciow  that  turkeys  came  from.  Americ:i  and  had  nothinf; 
to  do  v.-ith  the  country  of  'Turkey  or  vith  the  Turks. 

JIM:    And  are  cor  t^'irkeys  the  same  as  those  first  taken  to  Europe? 

y7GLI_ATE:_    No,  not  exactly.    But  it  v;as  from,  those  Mexican  turkeys  that 
our  turkeys  .^ot  their  v.hite  feather  tips.    The  blackish  Mexican  turkeys 
\7t.re  not  so  big  and  strone,  as  o-Jir  eastern  wild  tui'key,  so  wild  turkeys 
wer;;  mated  with  the  domesticated  black  and  white  tVwricoys.     I'ow  thc^n  our 
biggest  kind  of  .:imierican  tiirkeys  have  almost  as  brilliant  a  coj^perish 
sheen  to  their  feather?  a?  wild  turkeys  have,  sj-id  they  have  that  \/hitish 
brrrin,^;  and  edging  to  the  featners  which  shows  their  kinship  with  the 
original  Mexican  domesticated  t->.irxCjys.    But  th-  fact  that  turkeys  arc  among 
the  newest  additions  to  the  v/orlci's  dom.ost icated  animals  is  i.roortant  to 
turkey  raisers, 

J  I?/:;     How's  that? 

yiTGLZ  AE5:     They  still  have  a  Ipt  of  their  old  habits.     They  haven't  al- 
together forgotten  that  they  were  once  wild.     The  turkey  hen,  for  instance, 
still  looks  for  a  place  to  hide  rw^y  to  lay  her  eg£.-s.     ■".'hen  we  u.=  ed  to 
raise  t\irkey3,  when  I  was  '  your  size  Jim,  v?e  had  to  k^cp  a  shcrcr  lookout 
for  hidden  nests  and  thoy  \.erL;  not  al\7ays  easy  to  find,  t,o  as  tu  collect  the 
eggs  to  keep  them  from,  being  chilled  or  dcstro^'-ed  by  some  other  animals. 
Then  too,  t\irkeys  still  have  a  habit  of  ranging  v;iacly.     They  often  get 
ir  \  -  1     ^.  -r:. '  "  "'k  . 

J  I-  \:     Inat  looks  I.in^  xz  vouid  make  then  hard  to  rcise? 
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UI7CLS  ALli:  there  are  advantofeo  to  those  wild  habits  as  v.^ll  as 

dra-;backs.     Except  when  turkuys  are  yown^,  they  are  comparat ively  easy  to 
raise.    Tliey  ii-ce  plenty  of  room  and  range  widely  and  in  doing  zo  destroy 
many  damaging  insects  and  pich  up  a  good  deal  of  waste  grain.    That  cutb 
down  tnc  cost  of  feeding  them  and  mai-cos  more  money  for  the  tuTkey  raissr. 
•Then  too,  there  is  little  cost  for  housing,  as  turkeys  have  little  need  for 
a  regular  turkey  house,    .ill  they  v/ant  is  a  place  to  keep  ov.t  of  the  damp. 
They  are  still  outdoor  birds.     They  don't  like  to  be  shut  up, 

Fact  is,  Jim,   it  seems  that  more  people  would  raise  turkeys  than 
do.     '.".'htn  I  rr.is  your  age,   I  remember  seeing  great  big  droves  of  tiirkeys 
being  taken  to  market.     The  droves  are  smaller  no\7.     There  are  not  so  many 
turkeys  being  raised  nov  as  there  v/ere  tvjenty  year?  ago. 

JIM:     I  viish  they'd  raise  more.     I  like  turkey! 


